MARRIAGE
no taste for whimsicality. Temper and insincerity on
the other hand were to them the most unpardonable
of faults. Indeed they found their new relation
maddening. "What is the eleventh commandment?"
she once asked George Lamb. "Thou shalt not bother'',
he replied in a spasm of exasperation. Among them-
selves the brothers and sisters alluded to her frankly as
"the little beast". Even Lord Melbourne complained
that she fidgeted; as for Lady Melbourne, she found
Caroline even more tiresome than her mother. Two
dominating personalities both absorbed in the same
man, the relations between them were bound to be
strained. But they could not have got on in any circum-
stances. Earth and fire, sense and sensibility, realism
and fantasy, the eighteenth century and the nineteenth,
each was in every respect the other's antithesis; Lady
Melbourne, whose first principle it was to accept
facts, Caroline, who rejected such few facts as she
managed to recognize. Within a short time of
William's marriage, war had broken out between
them, which was to last till death. The battle swayed
this way and that. In open combat Caroline was
worsted; she had not the self-command to conduct an
engagement with any tactics. Lady Melbourne took
every advantage of her opponent's mistakes; crafty
and relentless, she contrived to put her even more in
the wrong than she was. Yet to her annoyance she
in